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Office Action Summary 



Application Net. 
09/378,316 



Examiner 

Peter D. Mulcahy 



Applicaht(s} 

TREADWAY, GERAL 



Art Unit 

1713 



ZTfheMAi UNG DATE of this cmwnlcat,*, a ppear, on ft* .o^hl^HhTh. corre.pond.nce address - 

Period for Reply _ 
A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

. If NO for reply specified «bdVB,tt» ntt*mum "^^^^^^^p^jo^n t0 became ABANDONED (3S U.S.C. § 133). 

earned patent »rm adjustment Sec 37 CFR 1.704(b)- 

Status 

1 )g| Responsive to communications) filed on 3l _ March 2003 . 
2am Ttiis action is FINAL. 2b)D Tbis action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance ^Sf^T ** ^ * 

dosed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayte. 1935 C-D. n^u.ta.^o. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 0 Claim(s) f-30 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above daim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

50 Claim(s) 1-9 19-30 is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 10-11 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) . is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s)_ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by trie Examiner. 

1 0)D The drawing's) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing^) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
The proposed drawing correction filed on _ta: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 
If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a H d) or (t). 

a)L|AII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified cop.es not received. 
14D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been receive* 
15)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or izi - 

Attachments) 

r-i ~ ™m 4) □ Interview Summary (pm413) Paper No(s). . 

1) p Notice of Rrf erTO Clt^(PTMa?) 5 □ Notice of Informal Patent Application CPTO-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) »J LJ nobm 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement^) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) , 6) U O^en 
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( 
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Serial No. 09/378,316 2 
Art Unit 1713 

Claims 1 and all claims either directly or indirectly 
dependent thereon are considered allowable at this time. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C § 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) a patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth m section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the suto 3ect 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that 
the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the 
time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not he negatived by the manner in which 
the invention was made . 

Claims 10 and all claims cither directly or indirectly 
dependent thereon are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Funaki et al . 

The rejection as set forth under 35 U.S.C. § 103 is deemed 
proper and is herein repeated. Applicants have amended claim 1 
so as to overcome the art rejection of record. The amendment as 
well as the remarks filed in support thereof have been found 
persuasive and as such those claims are allowable. Applicants 
have failed to amend claim 10 or argue its patentability over the 
instantly cited art. As such, this claim is cem B id««d 
non-patentable for reasons of record. 
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tbts ACTION IS MADE FMOo.. Applicants are reminded of the 
extension of time policy a. »t forth in 37 c.F.R. 9 1.136(a)- 
The practice of automatically extending the shortest! statutory 
period an additional month upon the filing of a timely first 
response to a final rejection has been discontinued by the 
Office. See 1021 TMOG 35. 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS FINAL 
ACTION IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS PROM TH2 PATE OF THIS 
ACTION- IN THE EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED HOT TWO MONTHS 
OF THE MAILING DATE OF THIS Pl^ ACTION AND THE ADVISORY ACTION 
IS NOT MAILED UNTIL AFTER THE END OF m THREE - MONTH SHORTENED 
STATUTORY PERIOD. THEN THE SHORTENED STATUTORY PEfcXOD WILL EXPIRE 
ON THE DATE THE ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED , AND ANY EXTENSION FEE 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) WILL BE CALCULATED FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THE ADVISORY ACTION. IN NO EVENT WILL THE 
STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE EXPIRE LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM 
THE DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION- 

communications from the e *™*«* r (7Q3) 308 -2449. The examiner 

S££Si£?S. 'JiSsrcTSEdiJ ^rci 9 h m t™. 7.« *.m. 

to 5:00 P.M. 

The fax telephone nuinber for this group is (703) 305-3599. 
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Whose telephone number is (703) 308-2351- 



P. Mulcahy: cdc 
June 16, 2003 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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